DRAFT Policy Statement Regarding Portable Classrooms

Portable classrooms (PCs) are sometimes needed to provide supplemental, but temporary, learning spaces when enrollment exceeds program capacity at a school.  

Costs associated with the portable classrooms, including the cost to purchase or rent the portables, the expense of running electric, water, technology, and other services to the units, should be reflected in the appropriate fiscal budget.

Regulations and specifications regarding portable classrooms can be found at the Virginia Department of Education web site:  
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/facility_construction/school_construction/regs_guidelines/guidelines.pdf

[bookmark: _GoBack]The use of PCs as learning spaces is a clear indicator for the Long-Range Planning Advisory Committee (LRPAC) to propose alternatives to the School Board such as redistricting or construction of additions or a new school.

Principals shall consider a number of factors in deciding which classes will be located in PC’s each year. The factors considered should include, but are not limited, to accessibility, student needs, program considerations, and grade-level clustering.

The use and maintenance of PCs to provide safe, comfortable classroom environments that are conducive to student learning can be a viable solution in our strategy for accommodating students at various schools across the school division.  PCs are intended to be used only for an interim period, preferably no longer than five to seven years, to allow for time to place an addition/renovation into the Capital Improvements Program, and design and construct an adequate addition/renovation.


